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Foreword
 

This report provides a detailed overview of the volume and structure of air traffic at Munich 
Airport in 2025.

Air traffic statistics in the Federal Republic of Germany are based on the "Aviation Statistics 
Act" of October 30, 1967 (Federal Law Gazette I, p. 1053), amended and supplemented by the 
regulations and laws issued thereunder. According to this law, commercial airports, as 
registration offices for official aviation statistics, are responsible for performing survey and 
control functions and forwarding the official survey documents (official questionnaires or a 
corresponding file on a computerized data storage device) to the Federal Statistical Office. All 
information in this report is based on analyses conducted by Munich Airport GmbH.

Requests for information beyond the scope of this report will be gladly answered upon request, 
within the scope of the available data.
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Traffic results 2025 at a glance 
 

Total aircraft
movements

Non-commercial 
traffic

Commercial 
traffic

Scheduled / 
charter traffic

Total passengers

Commercial 
traffic

Scheduled / 
charter traffic

Non-commercial 
traffic

Air freight turnover

337,438 
+3.1%

7,763 
-6.2%

329,675 
+3.4%

319,039 
+3.8%

43.4 Mio. 
+4.4%

11.158 
+7.0%

43.4 Mio. 
+4.4%

43.4 Mio.
+4.4%

339,671 t 
+10.4%
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 Traffic development 2025 
 

 MUNICH AIRPORT ACHIEVES STABLE GROWTH

Munich grows above the German average
In 2025, the positive traffic trend of the previous year 
continued, with figures increasingly approaching the levels 
seen in the pre-crisis year of 2019. Passenger numbers 
reached approximately 91% and aircraft movements 81% of 
the reference year’s figures.
Compared to its competitors in the German aviation market, 
Munich Airport performed above average. In the passenger 
and cargo segments, it was +0.8 percentage points and +7.9 
percentage points, respectively, above the average growth of 
all airports organized within the Association of German 
Airports (ADV). Only aircraft movements grew slightly below 
the ADV average.
The ADV airport association reported a recovery rate of 88% 
in passenger traffic across Germany compared to the pre-crisis 
year of 2019. In a European comparison, however, Germany’s 
weak traffic development is evident: according to data from 
the Federal Association of the German Aviation Industry

(BDL), Europe excluding Germany had already reached 108% 
of pre-crisis levels on the supply side by 2025.  
Germany as an aviation hub is suffering from structural 
problems, primarily due to high government-imposed 
burdens—to the detriment of Bavaria as a tourism and 
business hub.  

 
Munich maintains its European Top 10 position 
Munich Airport defended its tenth place among Europe’s 
busiest airports for the second year in a row. 
 
Capacity utilization at previous year’s level 
Seat load factor stood at 81% in 2025, just below the 
previous year’s figure (–1 percentage point). This continued 
high figure confirms the sustained strong demand. 
The annual travel analysis by the Research Association for 
Holidays and Travel (FUR) also reports a new record number 
of travellers for the year 2025.

Number of movements per region in 2025 

(compared to 2024)
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Top 10 Airports in Europe 2025 – Passengers (in m)*:

43.4

48.4

51.0

57.4

63.2

68.1

68.8

72.0

84.4

84.5

MUNICH

ISTANBUL-SAW

ROME-FCO

BARCELONA

FRANKFURT

MADRID

AMSTERDAM

PARIS-CDG

ISTANBUL-IST

LONDON-LHR

Source: Airports Council International
* Russian airports are not included in the ranking due to sanctions
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Development of air traffic at Munich Airport 1992-2025 

 
Aircraft movements – total traffic (in 1,000)  

 
Passengers – commercial traffic (in millions)  

 
 
Cargo ( in 1,000 tons)  
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Aircraft movements 2025 
 

 STEADY GROWTH IN FLIGHT MOVEMENTS

Air traffic rises by +3.1% to 337,438
This development benefited, among other things, from a 
+5.9% increase in all-cargo flights. Passenger flights also 
recorded growth of +3.8%.
 

 
Munich ranks eighth in Europe for movements  
In a European comparison, Munich Airport moved up one spot 
in terms of flight movements and now ranks eighth among 
Europe’s largest airports.  
 

Munich consolidates its status as an international hub 
Last year, 91 airlines offered regular services at Munich 
Airport. In total, flights were operated to 232 destinations in 
73 countries— including 14 destinations in Germany, as well 
as 162 medium-haul and 56 long-haul destinations. This 
gives Munich Airport one of the densest route networks in 
Europe and, as a result, excellent connectivity for transfer 
connections.

 
Long-haul traffic exceeds pre-crisis levels
Long-haul traffic volume developed extremely positively, 
growing by +7.8%, and was the only segment to exceed pre-
crisis levels (by 2%).
Continental traffic (excluding Germany) grew by +3.8% and 
reached 86% of the flight movements recorded in 2019. 
Domestic German traffic remains challenging (-0.6% year-
on-year), suffering particularly from the high costs in 
Germany driven by government policies and achieving a 
recovery rate of only 60%.
Noteworthy in long-haul traffic for 2025 are Lufthansa’s 
increased frequencies to Bengaluru and San Diego and the 
new long-haul destinations of Lufthansa subsidiary Discover 
Airlines to Calgary, Orlando, and Windhoek. Additionally, 
Vietnam Airlines expanded its flights to Hanoi, and Etihad 
Airways increased its service to Abu Dhabi. It was particularly 
encouraging that Cathay Pacific, as a new airline, launched 
services to Hong Kong.

Top 10 Airports in Europe 2025 – Movements
scheduled / charter traffic (in thousands)*:

269

315

319

347

407

450

474

478

478

539

ISTANBUL-SAW

ROME-FCO

MUNICH

BARCELONA

MADRID

FRANKFURT

PARIS-CDG

AMSTERDAM

LONDON-LHR

ISTANBUL-IST

Source: Airports Council International
*Russian airports are not included in the ranking due to sanctions

Movements in intercontinental traffic 2019 – 2025

In 2025, movements exceeded the 2019 level by 2%.
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Aircraft movements 2025 at major 
German airports  

Total traffic; change to previous year 
Source: Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Verkehrsflughäfen (ADV) 

 

Stuttgart

Berlin 

Dresden

Leipzig / Halle

Hamburg

Bremen

Frankfurt

337,438 
+3.1%

193,042 
+0.7%

20,247 

74,403 +3.7%

   -3.2%

126,719 
-0.2%

65,823 
+1.8%

29,881 
+5,1%

52,919 
+8.8%

95,765 
+1.7%

460,272 
+4.4%

159,984 
+2.8%

116,281 
-0.9%

2.2 Mio. 
+3.9%

Memmingen
33,200 
+11.6%

German airports
(total)

Munich

Nuremberg

Hanover

Cologne / Bonn

Dusseldorf
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Passengers 2025 at German 
airports 13

Passengers
2025
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Passenger development 2025 
 

PASSENGER GROWTH CLEARLY ABOVE THE GERMAN AVERAGE  
Stable passenger growth  
In 2025, Munich Airport welcomed 43.4 million passengers. 
This represents an increase of 1.8 million passengers 
compared to 2024 and a significant growth of +4.4%.   
 

 
Long-haul traffic exceeds 2019 levels 
Long-haul traffic recorded the most significant growth in 
2025. With 8.9 million commercial passengers, an increase of 
+8.5% was achieved, even surpassing 2019 levels by +5.5%. 
As in the previous year, the largest long-haul market was the 
U.S., with approximately 3.5 million passengers (+3.7%) and 
a result 17% above pre-crisis levels. The emerging market of 

India also showed strong growth, recording 68% more 
passengers than in 2019.
Continental traffic showed a significant recovery with 
around 28.4 million commercial air travellers, representing a 
growth of +4.3%. As a result, passenger volume in this 
segment lagged only -5% behind the reference year of 2019. 
Domestic German passenger traffic stagnated in 2025 at 
around 6.1 million commercial travellers (just under -1%) 
and reached 64% of pre-crisis levels. Domestic German 
traffic continued to face pressure from high prices, high 
government-imposed fees, and the resulting reduction in 
capacity.
 
Share of transfer passengers at previous year’s level  
The transfer passenger share in 2025 was 42%, the same as 
the previous year. This was +3 percentage points higher than 
in the pre-crisis year of 2019. The long-haul markets of the 
U.S. and India benefit significantly from Munich’s hub 
function. The transfer flow between the U.S. and India, as the 
strongest intercontinental-to-intercontinental flow, ranked 
among the top ten transfer flows at Munich. 
 
Generation Z – Trend toward more travel continues 
The results of the passenger survey at Munich Airport show 
once again that Gen Z (those born between 1995 and 2010) 
enjoy traveling for leisure. With nearly five flights per year, 
they are in line with the average for all leisure-related air 
travel. Their most popular long-haul destinations are the U.S., 
destinations in Asia, and the Arab Gulf states. 
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477,887
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Generation Z is a key driver of the travel market

Gen Z travels almost nine times as often as Baby 
Boomers:

Source: ADV

Gen Z is highly inclined to travel by plane

The share of passengers under 30 at German airports 
continues to rise steadily

2008 2022

21 % 29 %
0.3

0.8

1.7

2.6

Baby Boomer

Generation X

Millenials

Generation Z

International trips per month*:

*in summer
Source: Simon-Kucher Travel-Trends-Study 2024
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Private travel exceeds pre-crisis levels 
In 2025, private travel volume reached 31.6 million 
passengers, or 103% of pre-crisis levels. The desire to travel 
remains undiminished, and despite high prices, there is 
significant demand for visits and vacations.  

The share of business travel remained stable at 27%, the 
highest share among major German airports. The absolute 
number of business travelers increased by +5% to 11.8 
million. This segment continues to suffer significantly from 
the reduced domestic flight offerings. Visitor traffic grew 
disproportionately by 11%, with long-haul flights in this 
segment increasing by 13%. The most important country of 
origin here was the U.S., as the second-largest inbound 
market. The business travel share reached 38% within the 
economically important visitor segment, underlining Munich’s 
significance as a business location. 

 

 

 

Shares in business and private travel

41% 36% 27%

59% 64% 73%

2015 2019 2025

business private

16.7 17.7 18.3 18.0 17.2

8.7 10.0 11.2 11.8

24.1 24.5
26.3

28.2
30.5

22.8
27.0

30.3 31.6

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2022 2023 2024 2025
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2020/21 
Not available

Reason for travel 2025 - details

Business

22%

51%

2%
17%

9%

Visiting friends &
relatives

Leisure (holidays,
relaxation, city trip,

cultural trip etc.)

Combination of private
and business travel

Business
appointment, Meeting

Seminar, workshop,
congress, others

Development in business and private travel

Private

Private Business

73% 27%
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Structure of passenger traffic 2025 
Passenger profile

Share of transfer passengers

52% 48%

Permanent residence

Germany 

47%
Other 

countries 

53%

Reason of travel Gender

Private Male Female

73%
Business 

27%

2015 - 2025 (in %)

36 36 36 37 38 34 36
43 42 42 42

2015 2025

Originating
passengers

58% Transfer
passengers 

42%

Modal split

Bus, Transfer Services

34% 34%

15% 9%

6%
S-Bahn

Taxi ÜFEX

2%

Rental car & Car-
Sharing

Non-binary 0,03%

Age groups

14%

18%

20%

25%

23%

60 years and older

50-59 years

40-49 years

30-39 years

Up to 29 years

16

10

17

13

Private travel Business travel

2019

2024

Average duration of trip in days

(Ø 42 Jahre)

Source: Flughafen München GmbH, Passenger survey
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Passengers 2025 at major German 
airports  

Commercial traffic; change to previous year 
Source: Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Verkehrsflughäfen (ADV) 

 

219.8 Mio. 
Stuttgart +3.6%

Berlin

Leipzig / Halle

Hamburg

Bremen

Frankfurt

43.4 Mio. 
+4.4%

26.0 Mio. 
+2.3%

0.9 Mio. 

2.1 Mio. +0.5%

-3.7%

14.8 Mio. 
-0.4%

5.3 Mio. 
+2.3%

2.0 Mio. 
+5.6%

4.5 Mio. 
+11.9%

9.6 Mio. 
+4.7%

63.2 Mio. 
+2.6%

21.0 Mio. 
+4.9%

10.0 Mio. 
+0.5%

Dresden

Memmingen
3.7 Mio. 
+13.9%

Munich

Nuremberg

Hanover

Cologne / Bonn

Dusseldorf

German airports
(total)
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Air freight and air mail 2025 
 

AIR CARGO IN MUNICH CONTINUES TO DEFY WEAK ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS 
Air freight exceeds pre-crisis levels 
With growth of +10.4% and 339,671 tonnes in 2025, 
commercial air cargo throughput exceeded the pre-crisis 
level of 2019 by +2.4%. 
 
Belly cargo benefited from the positive development of long-
haul passenger services and increased by +11.2%, with 
303,299 tonnes, the 2019 result was clearly surpassed by 
+6.2%. A positive development was also recorded in the 
dedicated freighter segment, which grew by +4.1% and 
reached 79% of the pre-crisis level. 

Air cargo in Munich is set to grow above the German 
average again in 2025
In the German aviation market, growth in the air cargo 
segment was significantly more subdued in 2025, at 1.6%. 
As in the previous year, the major cargo hubs in particular 
showed weak performance. While Frankfurt was in line with 
the ADV average at +1.8%, Cologne/Bonn and Leipzig/Halle 
stagnated at +0.1% and +0.4%, respectively. In 2025, as in 
the previous year, 89% of the cargo handled in Munich was 
transported as cargo on passenger aircraft.
According to IATA, global cargo growth in 2025 was more 
moderate at +3.4% following the double-digit growth of the 
previous year.
 
Air mail turnover continues to decline
As in previous years, airmail volumes decreased in 2025, 
reaching 1,075 tonnes (--68.9% year on year / --94.2% vs. 
2019). Airmail volumes are primarily driven by postal 
strategies and political decisions. Dedicated postal flights 
remain discontinued.
 
Cargo volume nearly reaches pre-crisis levels 
Total cargo volume, the sum of air cargo and airmail turnover, 
amounted to 340,746 tonnes in 2025 ---- a clear increase of 
+9.5% year over year. This value is now only slightly below the 
pre-crisis level (--2.7% compared to 2019).

 

Shares of air freight handled on passenger aircraft 
and full freighters
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 24%  22%
 11%          11%

 86%
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Cargo 2025 at major German airports  

Cargo (air freight and air mail): change to previous year
Source: Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher Verkehrsflughäfen (ADV)

4.9 Mio. t 
Stuttgart +1.6%

Berlin

Leipzig / Halle

Hamburg

Bremen

Frankfurt

340,745 t 
+9.5%

51,408 t 
+14.3%

80 t 
+68.2%

1.4 Mio. t 
+0.4%

31,418 t 
+5.5%

21,871 t 
-21.3%

329 t 
+14.6%

3,478 t 
+0.1%

34,485 t 
-4.2%

2.0 Mio. t 
+1.8%

37,253 t 
-3.7%

830,240 t 
+0.1%

Dresden

Memmingen
0 t
-

German airports
(total)

Munich

Nuremberg

Hanover

Cologne / Bonn

Dusseldorf



Traffic records 
since 1949



Traffic records since 1949

Aircraft- Commercial Air freight Air mail
movements Passengers (t) (t)
Total traffic

Year Change Change ChangeChange



Traffic records since 1949

Aircraft- Commercial Air freight Air mail
movements Passengers (t) (t)
Total traffic

2024 327.228 8,3 % 41.568.219 12,2 % 313.778 11,3 % 3.460 -51,6 %

Year Change Change Change Change
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Appendix  
 
 
Europe 
All European countries including Belarus, Cyprus, Moldova, 
Russian Federation West of Ural, Turkey and Ukraine. 
Denmark including Faroe Islands, Portugal including Azores 
and Madeira, Spain including Canary Islands, Ceuta and 
Melilla 
 
Middle East  
Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 
 
North Africa 
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Libya 
 
Rest of Africa 
The African continent without North Africa 
 
North America 
Canada, USA and Greenland  
 
Latin America & the Caribbean 
The Americas with the exception of North America as defined 
above (including Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands). 
Chile including Easter Islands, Ecuador including Galapagos 
Archipelago, Falkland Islands (British) 
 
Asia/Pacific
Including Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russian Federation East 
of Ural, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, also 
Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands with the exception 
of Hawaii, Easter Islands and Galapagos
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